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no moment could one say that one would
not be crashed through what seemed fairly
solid ground into fantasy or the prejudices
of a particular community. As a random
sample, I give the naturally unpublished
story of the three learned Mahommedan
doctors of theology who insisted, despite
some tactful dissuasions, on delivering to
Mr. Montagu, the Secretary of State, then
on tour in India to prepare a scheme of
reforms, their short and simple judgement
on the whole matter.
It was enough for these saintly sages
that the best authorities were against
Mahommedans acquiescing in any system
of government emanating from Jews, and
that Mr. Montagu was a Jew. Should he
persist with his scheme and the result
involve a subjection to anything emana-
ting from himself, it would be their duty
to proclaim a Holy War. That, of course,
went far beyond the usual lapse ; but for
years there was hardly a day in which, in
the midst of what purported to be practical
politics, there would not be inflicted on us